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college but do not have the means to do so.
In 1998, with the help of his sister Anna, Ber-
nie established the Anna and Bernard
Behrends Endowed Scholarship Fund. This
scholarship has provided more than forty stu-
dents with the opportunity to go to college
since its creation. He has also been a pioneer
for education through the founding of Logan
County Voiture 985 of the Forty and Eight
Nurses in Training Scholarship, which has
helped over 150 students pursue careers in
nursing through financial assistance.

All of these accomplishments are examples
of Bernie’s fervor for service and leadership to
the Peoria community. Not surprisingly, Bernie
is also a lifetime member of many recogniz-
able organizations such as the American Le-
gion, Forty and Eight, Veterans of Foreign
Wars, American Veterans, Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks No. 91, Lincoln Ma-
sonic Lodge, Springfield Consistory, Ansar
Shrine, Logan County Shrine, and the Legion
of Honor.

As of today, there are no signs of Bernie
curbing his service to Peoria. He continues to
dedicate his time and energy to educational
service by working with his sister to provide
the necessary resources to the people of our
community.

In summary, Madam Speaker, Bernie
Behrends is an exceptional example of service
and leadership in our community. His charity
and commitment to serving those less fortu-
nate than himself has been a hallmark of his
life dedicated to being a man for others. Be-
cause educational opportunities are the foun-
dation for future success, | believe Bernie’s in-
credible charity to the people of central lllinois
is something to be cherished and celebrated.
| wish Mr. Behrends a very Happy 89th Birth-
day, and congratulate him on his continued
legacy as a community leader.

———

A TRIBUTE TO JACQUELINE V.
NARINE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS-

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Jacqueline V. Narine for her
many achievements in the health field.

Jacqueline V. Narine is a born and bred
Brooklynite. She is the youngest daughter of
the late Theodore and Marion Holmes. Edu-
cated in the New York City Public School sys-
tem, she nurtured a desire to work in a hos-
pital community. Jacqueline began in high
school as a hospital volunteer and then moved
onto an outstanding professional career within
the New York City Health and Hospital Cor-
poration.

In 1977, Jacqueline joined NYC Health and
Hospital Corporation with the Finance Depart-
ment at Cumberland Hospital as a Hospital
Care Investigator. Her work style and commit-
ment were soon acknowledged and she was
promoted to Systems Analyst in Outpatient
Billing. This phenomenal experience led to her
position as the Assistant Director for Clinical
Operations, with responsibilities in several dif-
ferent capacities at this North Brooklyn Health
Network, including the oversight, management
and budget for Ambulatory Care Services.
However, the most significant aspect for Jac-
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queline and the key to great hospital care was
always the effective and responsive care given
to patients. Her impact was noticed by pa-
tients and staff.

Over the 32 years of service to the NYC
Health and Hospital Corporation there have
been challenges to patient care. Jacqueline
and her colleagues have had to adapt to
changing healthcare/managed care, de-
creased resources and the perpetual needs of
the patients. The importance of working with
the community you are serving to maintain ef-
ficiency has always been significant to Jac-
queline. She has worked with the Community
Advisory Board, the Auxiliary Board and the
Reach Out and Read Program of Greater NY.
Over the years she planned and coordinated
many events. The community based event in
1996 “Bedford-Stuyvesant Resource Family
Day” earned Jacqueline recognition from
former New York City Public Advocate Mark
Green.

Jacqueline is a fourth generation member of
the Cornerstone Baptist Church in Brooklyn.
She is active in the Business and Professional
Women of Cornerstone Baptist Church. She is
the Financial Secretary for the Bedford Sec-
tion of the National Council of Negro Women
Inc., member of the Senior Umbrella Network
of Brooklyn, Unity Democratic Club and a life-
time member of the Jack and Jill of America,
Inc., Brooklyn Chapter. Retirement will allow
her the time to give generously to her family
and her community.

Jacqueline has been a devoted wife for 36
years to Peter Narine and is the mother of
Seth Ramijit Narine and Danielle Melissa
Narine. It is scripture that guides her (Luke
12:48) “To whom much is given much is ex-
pected.”

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the achievements of
Jacqueline V. Narine.

———

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR
RETIREMENT JEFF KIMPEL

HON. DAN BOREN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. BOREN. Madam Speaker, | am here to
congratulate Dr. James “Jeff” Kimpel, on his
retirement after 13 years of federal service as
director of NOAA’s National Severe Storms
Laboratory, NSSL, in Norman, Oklahoma. He
has been active in advancing the Geosciences
and Meteorology Program in the state of Okla-
homa and throughout the nation.

His career spans not only the academic
community, but government service as well.
After graduating and earning graduate de-
grees from the University of Wisconsin, Dr.
Kimpel joined the meteorological faculty at the
University of Oklahoma, where he earned the
rank of full professor and held several admin-
istrative positions which include dean of the
College of Geosciences and provost and sen-
ior vice president of the Norman, Oklahoma
campus and having the title of senior vice
president of the Norman campus. He chaired
both the National Science Foundation’s Advi-
sory Committee for Atmospheric Sciences and
the Board of Trustees of the University Cor-
poration for the Atmospheric Sciences.

Some of the prestigous positions that have
been held by Dr. Kimpel include Assistant Pro-
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fessor for the Colleges of Arts and Sciences
and Engineering at the University of Okla-
homa, Norman campus where he was granted
tenure. He later became the Associate Pro-
fessor for the School of Meteorology followed
by having the title of Emeritus Professor of
Meteorology at the University of Oklahoma,
Norman campus. Before coming to the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, Dr. Kimpel held positions as
research assistant at the University of Wis-
consin, Madison and as a lecturer.

The NSSL is responsible for creating Dopp-
ler weather radar technology that has opened
many doors and eventually led to the creation
of the national NEXRAD, NExt generation
weather RADar, network which consisted of
more than 160 radar systems. This has greatly
reduced the number of fatalities that have
been caused by tornados. During Dr. Kimpel's
time there, NSSL conducted scientific and
technological  research  that  upgraded
NEXRAD’s systems.

Dr. Kimpel worked vigorously to launch the
Multifunction Phased Array Radar initiative as
a possible replacement in the future for
NEXRAD. He has worked with the NWS
Storm Prediction Center and the Norman
Weather Forecast Office to create a Haz-
ardous Weather Testbed to speed up the tran-
sition of new science into operational warning
and forecasting decision processes. He has
also expanded the NSSL'’s radar-based flash
flood forecasting and water management pro-
grams into areas near the coast where inun-
dation from land falling tropical storms, hurri-
canes and other inclement weather is pos-
sible.

Dr. James Kimpel has had a major impact
throughout the state of Oklahoma, and | am
proud to be from a state where he has contrib-
uted so much to protecting the lives of so
many Americans through his work at the
NSSL. | thank him and all Oklahomans and
Americans.

A TRIBUTE TO DAVIS GAYLE, JR.
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS-

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Davis Gayle, Jr. for his con-
tributions to the Brooklyn community.

Davis Gayle, Jr., the proprietor of Tropical
Paradise Restaurant and Tropical Paradise
Ballroom, is one of the most outstanding
businesspeople in the Brooklyn area. Affec-
tionately referred to as Junior, Gayle has dis-
tinguished himself and his establishment. With
fierce entrepreneurial will and a genuine love
for people, Junior has taken the business of
restaurants to new heights and has trans-
formed the Tropical Paradise franchise into a
veritable cultural center.

Tropical Paradise Restaurant and Tropical
Paradise Ballroom are located in the heart of
the Utica Avenue metropolis. The restaurant
opened on September 8, 2001 and offers a
wide range of West Indian dishes. In addition
to being frequented by top artists, Tropical
Paradise is now well known in the community
as a nurturing ground for new artists. The
Tropical Paradise Ballroom opened on No-
vember 8, 2008. The large ballroom with its
mirror walls and beautiful chandeliers has
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quickly become the “In place” for weddings,
birthday parties, and community events.

Junior, American born of Honduran parent-
age, started in business in 1979 working in his
father's meat market. He continued to learn
and absorb all that he could about the busi-
ness from his father while pursuing his own
career path. In 1988, he joined the New York
City Department of Corrections. As a correc-
tions officer for 13 years, Junior worked the
night shift at the Anna M. Kross Center, which
is the largest correctional facility on Rikers Is-
land. By day, he continued to help his father
build one of the best known meat markets in
Brooklyn.

By 1994, Junior was ready and fully pre-
pared to take on business ownership for him-
self. Taking a leave of absence from the De-
partment of Corrections, he opened the Ave-
nue D Meat Market. This business continues
to be one of the most successful in the area.

His love and concern for his community was
evident in1983 when Junior became an Auxil-
iary Police Officer at the 67th precinct. Now,
as a restaurant owner, he continues to give
back to the community. He does so by gra-
ciously supporting cultural events in the area
by providing courtesy backstage catering.
Every Christmas, Junior and Tropical Paradise
produce a cultural show that has become a
calendar event in the Brooklyn West Indian
Community.

As a role model, Junior willingly shares his
personal credo with young people. “Anything
you desire in life can be achieved with hard
work and education,” he says. Junior's com-
mitment to excellence and community service
has been recognized and rewarded with sev-
eral awards including the “Men of Distinction
Award” from former State Senator Mary
Markowitz in 2001 and a Community Service
Award from New York Tabernacle Church.

Junior is married to Joanne Gayle and is the
proud father of two daughters, Leonie and
Jasmine.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the achievements of
Davis Gayle, Jr.

HONORING TODD DENBESTE
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Todd DenBeste upon his
retirement from the California Highway Patrol,
Oakhurst Area Office. Officer DenBeste will of-
ficially retire June 30, 2010, after twenty-eight
years of service. A party will be held in his
honor on Saturday, June 26, 2010 in
Oakhurst, California.

Officer Todd DenBeste graduated from
West High School in Torrance, California.
Upon graduating from high school, he worked
in the private sector until he was appointed to
the California Highway Patrol academy in
1982. Upon completing the academy, he was
immediately placed in the South Los Angeles
Area Office, where he was later assigned to
the motor squad. Officer DenBeste served in
South Los Angeles for nine years.

In December 1991, Officer DenBeste was
transferred to the California Highway Patrol
Resident Post in Oakhurst, California. When
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the Oakhurst Area Office was formed in 2003,
Officer DenBeste was assigned to that office.

Officer DenBeste has been married to his
wife, Leisa, for thirty-three years. They have
two children, Justin and Melissa.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate Todd DenBeste for his tre-
mendous service to the state of California
upon his retirement from the California High-
way Patrol. | invite my colleagues to join me
in wishing Officer DenBeste many years of
continued success.

———

A TRIBUTE TO REVEREND DR.
MARK V. C. TAYLOR

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS-

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Reverend Dr. Mark V. C. Tay-
lor for his dedication to his faith and tireless
service to his community.

Reverend Dr. Mark V. C. Taylor is a native
of Chicago, lllinois. He was licensed in 1978
and ordained in 1979 at the Living Hope Bap-
tist Church in Chicago under the leadership of
Rev. James F. Jordan. From 1978 to 1981 he
attended the Faith Temple Church of God in
Christ under the leadership of Bishop Carliss
L. Moody, who was one of the participating
ministers at Dr. Taylor’s ordination in 1979.

Dr. Taylor received his B.A. in History from
Northwestern University, Master’s of Divinity in
Theology and Church History, Master’s of Phi-
losophy in Church History and a Ph.D. in
Church History from Union Theological Semi-
nary in New York.

Dr. Taylor is currently the Pastor at The
Church of the Open Door in Brooklyn, New
York where he has developed several new
programs; a Council of Ministries, including
nine ministries specifically addressing the
needs of the community and Black Male Em-
phasis Sundays. He has developed an exten-
sive outreach ministry through outdoor serv-
ices. He works closely with the youth and con-
ducts a monthly bible study where the youth of
the church openly discuss pertinent issues of
the day and how they relate to the Word of
God.

Recently he has formed a Bible Institute,
which seeks to provide a pleasurable and in-
formative encounter with the Word of God. He
has sponsored a new church school cur-
riculum and a new summation of the Church’s
Doctrine called the Doctrine of Christian
Wholism. He is very active and can often be
found at public hearings and in community
meetings.

Dr. Taylor has published many articles and
his dissertation was titled “Godless Spots in
Paradise: Social Christianity and Public Hous-
ing 1932-1955”. His most recent publication
titted, “In Times Like These: Sermons of
Christian Power for Post-Modern Urban Amer-
ica”, is an uplifting collection of his sermons
dealing with today’s issues.

Dr. Taylor also is an evangelist. In addition
to outdoor services in the community sur-
rounding the church, he preaches at many
local congregations and has preached in
churches from New York to Los Angeles. Dr.
Taylor defines the focus of his ministry as
“Progressive Pentecostalism,” the attempt to

June 17, 2010

link the best of western rationality and the
democratic tradition to the need to be filled
with the Holy Spirit.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the contributions of
Reverend Dr. Mark V. C. Taylor.

TRIBUTE TO WARREN BAKER

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. McCARTHY of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Warren J.
Baker, an educational leader from San Luis
Obispo, California, which | represent, on his
retirement after nearly a half century of service
to higher education, including the past 31
years as the President of California Poly-
technic State University, San Luis Obispo, Cal
Poly.

A geotechnical engineer by training, Warren
has had many experiences that helped en-
hance his leadership abilities before joining
Cal Poly as President, including teaching at
the University of Detroit as a Chrysler Pro-
fessor, and later serving as Dean of the Col-
lege of Engineering and Vice President for
Academic Affairs.

Warren became the Cal Poly President in
1979. Throughout his tenure, he initiated many
improvements at the University, raising Cal
Poly’s profile, particularly in the fields of Archi-
tecture, Agriculture and Engineering. Under
Warren’s leadership, the educational opportu-
nities of students significantly expanded with
the addition of 20 new majors and 72 minors
and 15 new master's degree programs. In ad-
dition, over this period Cal Poly established
the lIrrigation Training and Research Center,
the Environmental Biotechnology Institute, the
Dairy Products Technology Center, the Col-
laborative Agent Design Research Center, and
the Brock Institute for Agricultural Communica-
tion. Throughout his tenure, Warren and his
team found creative ways to support student
success, including funding $1 billion in state-
of-the art laboratories, buildings and other fa-
cilities establishing Cal Poly as one of the na-
tion’s premier comprehensive polytechnic uni-
versities.

Always seeking to provide for Cal Poly’s fu-
ture, Warren’s leadership of the University’s
first-ever comprehensive fundraising campaign
was the most successful in the history of the
California State University system. Cal Poly
has the largest endowment among the CSU’s
23 campuses. He also created the President’s
Cabinet where leaders from industry, govern-
ment, and community act as an advisory
board to help the University determine stra-
tegic educational and financial plans.

Perhaps Warren’s most enduring contribu-
tion to Cal Poly’s excellence has been his
steadfast support for—and careful nurturing
of—the University’s renowned “learn-by-doing”
educational experience, which attracts stu-
dents from all around the country. This learn-
ing approach requires students to apply class-
room theory to real-world problems. Employ-
ers from a broad array of America’s most
prestigious companies aggressively recruit Cal
Poly students because they graduate with
real-world experience and can contribute inno-
vative solutions to complex problems.
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